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Abstract

One of the themes of the works of Paul Auster is the individual’s problems in the
consumption society which came into existence with the development of capitalism.
The design of the first part of his first prose work The Invention of Solitude, is the
problem of the protagonist: he suffers from an unending wound inflicted by his father’s
lack of love for him and this lack of human warmth is aggravated by the inhuman
consumption society. In The Culture of Narcissism: American Life in An Age of Diminishing
Expectations, Christopher Lasch writes about the same problem of modern Americans’
personality, arguing that the decline of institutionalized authority like patriarchal one
has brought about the difficulty of attaining the ego ideal and, as a result, that modern
men have failed to find any social ideals, but instead they in vain seek to solve the
problem by means of therapy. In Auster’s The Locked Room and Leviathan, we can find
two attitudes depicted which are formed in the consumption society: the attitude of
persistently grappling with individual’s problems and the radical one of going into his
own world of thoughts while rejecting not merely the consumption society but also
other people.

Even after writing Leviathan, Auster seems to have felt the necessity of dwelling on
the issues of living in the modern consumption society. He had to confront himself
with those issues when writing the essay Hand to Mouth (1997) and Timbuktu (1999).

In The Book of Illusions, which came after those two works, Auster succeeds in
describing his way of solving the issues: main characters have the shared awareness of

what Lasch calls “the sense of historical continuity.”





