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Changing Attitudes to Japanese Folk Songs in Shoka Education : Until the
compilation of the Jinjo-Shogaku-Shoka

Kayo JO
Department of Early childhood and Elementary Education, Faculty of Humanities Kyushu Women's University

1-1, Jiyugaoka, Yahatanishi-ku, Kitakyushu-shi City Fukuoka, 807-8586, japan

Abstract

It is a common belief that ‘Warabeuta and folksongs were excluded from shoka education in Japan during
the Meiji period’ . On the other hand, Songs based on folk songs are included in the “Jinjo-Shogaku-Shoka” .
The purpose of this study is to discuss the reasons for the change in the gaze of those involved in music
education towards warabeuta and Japanese folk songs. The following three points became clear. First, as early
as 1880, Ministry of Education officials recognised the suitability of folk songs for school education. Secondly,
the teachers of elementary schools were collecting lyrics and melodies of Japanese folk songs. Three,
Kazutoshi Ueda, Yaichi Haga and others were commonly involved in the compilation of “Riyo-shu” , “Jinjo-
Shogaku-Tokuhon” , “Jinjo-Tokuhon-Shoka” , “Jinjo-Shogaku-Shoka” .

Keyword: Japanese Folk Songs / Jinjo-Shogaku-Shoka / Riyo-syu
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