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Abstract

In Japan, the number of child abuse cases continues to increase without decreasing. As shown in Figure
1, according to the Ministry of Health, Labor and Welfare (MHLW), the number of child abuse cases reported
by 220 child guidance centers across Japan in 2021 was 207,659, increasing by 1.3% (2,615 cases) from the
previous year, the highest number ever reported 1) . To prevent child abuse, the government enacted the
Law for the Prevention of Child Abuse (commonly known as the Child Abuse Prevention Law) in November
2000, and has made various amendments since then, but has not been effective.

For that reason, this study examined current systems and services for prevention mechanisms and
responses to abuse, support for parents, requests and solutions that can be made by caregivers and educators,
as well as the complement of attachments in the field of education. As a result, the current system provides
much support for abused children, but not for the parents of abusive perpetrators. The main support for parents
is provided by public services, such as telephone and LINE, which offer advice on parenting, and the main
focus of the services is on the prevention of abuse. Moreover, local childcare support is provided at nursery
schools and kindergartens, and the number of preschools that offer such support is increasing. However,
whether the information is being spread to parents who are struggling to raise their children remains a
question. Based on this support system, it is considered required to complement the affection of caregivers

and educators toward the children and strengthen the children's resilience skills.

Keyword: Child Abuse, Prevention of Abuse, Affection, Parental Support, Resilience Skills of Children
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