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Reader theory is the basis for a paradigm shift in literature classes
— From uniform thematic theory to reader theory —

Koichi YOSHIDA
Department of Childhood Care and Education, Kyushu Woman's Junior College
1-1, Jivugaoka, Yahatanishi-ku, Kitakyushu-shi 807-8586, Japan

Abstract

This study aims to clarify whether reader theory, which was the basis of the paradigm shiftl in literature
classes in the history of Japanese language education research, was a theory that denied thematic reading.
Since the 1980s, when reader theory was introduced, the issue of thematic reading in literature classes has
been raised, and the revised curriculum guidelines for 1998 called for the construction of new literature classes
based on thematic reading and detailed reading that is biased toward literature. It is said that reader theory is
not easy to understand, but this study clarified whether its “reading” denies thematic reading and how the
required reader reading was described, based on the main theories of the authors and the views of Japanese

language education researchers.

Key words : Literature classes, reader theory, reception aesthetics, text



