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A case study of auditory response
in relation to severe disabilities.

Eiki ISHIGURO

Department of school-Nursing, Kyusyu Women’s Junior College
1-1 Jiyvugaoka, Yahatanishi-ku, Kitakyushu-shi, 807-8586, Japan

Abstract

This article reports on a case study of a person with profound mental retardation and
physical disabilities. The subject of my studyis a person with severe profound
disabilities but who may have some degree of hearing are left. The data was evaluated
from the perspective of both audiogenic response and auditory dysfunction, based on
imformation on the auditory pathway. In taking measurements on auditory brainstem
response, class I-I-V-and VI waves were evoked at 90dBnHL but the subject’s
response indicated severe deafness. Taking measurements with an electroencephalogram,
it was clear that the Irregular Spike and Slow Wave Complexes were inhibited by the
auditory stimulation. In this connection frequency of activation of auditory response
must also be considered in this case. Result indicated that the subject did
respond,though the level of response was low. For persons with profound disabilities

whose response is very weak, physiological indexes appere to be relatively significant.

Keywords : severe disabilities, audiogenic response, auditory pathway
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