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An investigation into Japanese language instruction to promote deep thinking
and foster pupils’ ability to express themselves in an appropriate manner

Language activities to enhance instruction and evaluation

Yasuaki KURAUCHI

Department of Education and Psychology, Faculty of Humanities, Kyushu Women’s University
1-1 Jiyugaoka, Yahatanishi-ku, Kitakyushu-shi 807-8586, Japan

Abstract

While working at Orio Nishi Elementary school in 2011 and 2012, I was involved in research on
“Japanese language instruction to promote deep thinking and foster pupils abilities to express
themselves in an appropriate manner.” This research took into consideration the school’s educational
goals, the pupils themselves, and current issues in education.

The research focused primarily on the following four points:
(1) Annual syllabus planning, (2) Features of language activities, (3) Methods for promoting mutual
deep thinking and appropriate writing skills, and (4) Integrated evaluation and instruction

As a result, by ascertaining the learning situation of each individual pupil and devising individual
measures, we were able to find effective means of instruction in line with each of the points of focus
mentioned above. Furthermore, we believe that this research will contribute to the improvement of
classes to promote proactive and interactive deep learning, as outlined in the course of study provided
by MEXT in March 2017.

Key words : Japanese language instruction, promote deep thinking, language activities



